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THE EMANCIPATION EDICT.

The reader will find in another part of to-day's
Iutelligenoer a Proclamation of the President of
the tfnited States, issued on the 1st instant, in

pursuance of the purpose announoed in his Procla¬

mation under date of last September 22d.
Ia this paper it will bo seen that Mr. Lincoln,

by virtue of the power which he assumes to be
vested in him as Commabder-in-Chief of the Army
and Navy of the United States, in time of actual

armed rebellion agaiust the authority and Govern¬
ment of the United States, and as a fit and neces¬

sary " war measure " for suppressing said rebellion,
"orders and designates" certain "Statesand parts
of States wherein the people thereof respectively
are in rebellion against the United States." These

States and parts of States are Arkansas, Texas,
Louisiana, (cxcept certain parishes designated,)
Mississippi, Alabama, Florida, Georgia, South

Carolina, North Carolina, and Virginia, with the

exception of oertain designated counties in the lat.
ter. In these States and parts of States the Pre¬

sident " orders and declares that all persons held
as slaves are and henceforward shall bo free ; and
that the Executive Government of the United

States, including the military and naval authori¬
ties thereof, will reoognise and maintain the free¬

dom of suoh persons."
The President further enjoins upon the people

«o declared to be free " to abstain from all violence,
unless in necessary self-defcnco," and " recom¬

mends to them that in all cases, when allowed,
they labar faithfully for reasonable wages." He

finally " declares and makes known " that liberated
slaves of suitable condition will be reoeived into

the armed service of the United States " to garri¬
son forts, position?, stations, and other placcs, and

to man vessels of all sorts in said service."
We have cm many previous occasions so fully

announced our deliberate opinions with regard to

the legal quality and the practical utility of such
an edict as the President has now actually uttered,
that we might hold ourselves justly absolved from

the task of giving any renewed treatment to the

topics it suggests And if we proceed (o offer any
observations under this head, it is rather from a

sense of propriety duo to the opportunity of the

present publication, than because of any necessity
laid upon us to discuss the edict in cither its prin¬
ciples or its probable effects.

Ia regard to its principles we have only to say)
as we said in advance of its publication, that, ac¬

cording to our view of constitutional law, the/orm
of this proclamation is unfortunate, bccause the

theory of Executive power on which it proceeds
involves a political solecism of the gravest character,
and one which, without at all sacrificing the svb-

stance of his decree, the President might have
avoided by adopting a different style of language.
We do not deny that the President, as comman¬

derin-ohief of the army and navy, may, in time of

armed rebellion against the authority and Govern¬
ment of the United States, and whilo conducting
war on alavcholding territory, rightfully liberate

slaves, eo far as may be necossary to the success of

bis military operations. Ar.d the measure of his

power in this direction may be ndmitted to be

commensurate with the military necessity under

which he acts, and with the extent to Which he can

practically employ in services auxiliary to his ope¬
rations the slaves whom he actually liberates.

But it is denied by many (and we are of their

autaber) that the Executive department of the

Governmett has the right to " order and declare"

that slaves now held to service by virtue of cer¬

tain Slate laws shall on a day fixed be " thcu,
thenceforward, and forever free." For this style
of language prooecds on the assumption that the

Executive braneh of the Government is, because of

the enlarged powers conferred upon it in the name

of « military necessity," endowed with l*giti-
mate authority to repeal or suspend the laws of

certain States as respects tInvert/. It implies that

the President has a paramount dejure control over

the law of slavery, insomuch that he could retain

that law in its validity and in its obligation on the

alive from the 22d of last September to the 1st of

January, 1863, and unbind its sanctions after the

latter date.
As we understand the matter, there is a great

difference between the assumption of this preroga¬
tive right, which is legislative in Us nature, and

the emancipation of slaves as the necessary inci¬

dent of aotual military operations, or as the consc-

-quenceof legal conviction for tr asm It is, as

we have already said, to enrtet a political solecism

for the "ExecutiveGovernment" io dcclnre slav<8

legally free where the President has and can have

bo legal jurisdiction over the law of slavery. It is

^ mrry into one department the stjlc and language
belonging exclusively to another sphere of political
ideas,
A single citation from the ro;ent annual message

of the President will serve to show the incongruity
M well as inefficacy of this " war measure." In

that message, arguing in favor of his projcct for

emancipation with compensation to owner?, Mr

y jUnooln said:
r '*Tbe liberation of the slave* is the destruction of pro

.

*
oroperty acquired by descent or by purchs«\ tho

Hie a. Wf other property." .

It will hardly be pretends# that any mere words

tbe president, hosolemnly uttored, can

avail toio ooi io thc po*cr of

words to do~" to destroy property." As in the

<u»e of "other property," so in that of "slave pro-
.eHy" if it ba "destroyed," it must be by tho

Mtual application of force and not by the promul¬
gation of a decree. And the forco is as vigcrotf
without the decree as with it.

Where tho Preside has no control over the

few of any relation, bis sole authority over that
relation must result from actual force applied
andcr stress pf military necessity. And this

me«ual foroe may be legitimately applied wl.eicvir

Of whenever it is necessary to enforce the laws. If,
then, the President, instead of asa#ftjing io dec arc

4av*a free, hsd announoed his purpose, in *op<Jiot-
iag the war within certain districts, to hold and

treat all slaves as free, so far they jfaouJd come

under tho Federal §w«y, lie would have avoided the
objcotiou whioh justly lies a^aii^t a w.re edict of
t maouipaliun. '1 lioso who love the Union b- tter
than slavery way bo prepared to sec (slavery over¬
thrown whorever it islands iu the way of na¬

tional authority, but they are not prepared to admit
that the President can, by the breath of his mouth,
make 01 unmake the law of freedom and bondage.
i<or to declare slave3 free does not lio within the
province of the Executive Department of the
National Government on any theory of the Presi¬
dent's duty, whether as commander-in-chief of the
army and navy or ana civil ruler, nor can he con¬

sistently exercise this legislative function anymore
in a time of war than of peaoc. But to make slaves
free may not only rightfully, but must almost ne¬

cessarily be the incident of his Executive duties in
conducting largo military operations on slaveholding
territory.
As to the utility of a " war measure" which ap¬

plies only to territory where the Executive Govern¬
ment has to-day no power to enforce the decree, we
have little to say. Indeed little need* to be said,
for the President has made it plain on the face of
the proclamation that, considerei merely as a pro¬
clamation, the paper is a dead letter. The only
vital pait of the document is to be found in the
declaration that "the Executive Government, in¬
cluding the military and naval authorities, will re¬

cognise and maintain the freedom" of the persons
proclaimed to bo fne. And this part pf the paper
derives all its vitality from the force that stands
behind it; not at all from the words that precede
it. And all the freedom that shall accrue to the
slave under this proclamation will result from the
law of furoe, and not at all from the declaratory
portion of the President's decree. And in this
view, which is self-evident to every mind, we are

not at all surprised to learn, as we do, that the Pre¬
sident, in his own private opinion, anticipates lit¬
tle, if any, utility from the proclamation of free¬
dom, considered as a " war measure." War mea¬

sures depend for their effectiveness on something
etro^ger than words, and the " war mcasurfe" which
shall a?tually emancipate a single slave would be
just as effective wi.'hout a proclamation as with one.

And iu eo saying it wculd be impostible for us to
set the practical inutility of this paper in a clearer
light.

Bat, while thie is our own view of the probable
inefficacy of this document, we are glad that it af¬
fords an opportunity of finally testing the nagacity
of the political counsellors who have persistently
clamored for such a paper "war measure." They
have prelicted from its simple utterance the mcst

signal results. We cite a few of the promises on

whose fulfilment these prognosticates have staked
their reputation for wisdom, and to the responsibi¬
lity for which we shall henceforth continue to hold
their authors.

In the month of July last, when the agitation
for a "proclamation of freedom" was at its height,
the following representations were made on the
subject to the New York Evening Pest by a corre¬

spondent who had formerly lived in Virginia; and
who wrote alter having, as he said, " conversed
with an old Virginia acquaintance, a recent refu¬
gee from Richmond, who for the last year had been
a member of the rebel Gen Longstrcet's family^
and who, though a man of coLr, seems to under¬
stand the condition of aff«iirj at the South much
better than some of our Generals." Wlut he wrote
under this head was as follows :

" How strange that our great'men and rulers should not
see H at ih sloinacb M tho weak point of tho enemy ! He
will have little stomach to fight the bail fif-ht of rebellion
on au euipty st. mach. Whoo the great words of liberty
and freedom thall be s uuiied from the high-placerf of pow
er like a trumpet through the ltnd, the knell of the rebel¬
lion will be t illed.

But we aie a-keil how the nejiiMti on tho plantations
are t<> be informed of such a deerte of the Government
How little d<» those who aek inch questions know of ihe
negro character! The negroes are familiar with every
swamp hi (1 mountain pass, through glen and f rest, and at
night, guidtd by Ihe star*, the gospel of freedom would be
cirrula ed from cabin to cabin almost with telegraphic
swiftness. The plough would stand sttfl in the furrow, the
riprncd grnin would remain unharcested, the cutcs tcou d
not hr. milked, the dinners would not be cookcd, but one uni¬
versal hall.-liijah of glory to G' d, echoed from every valley
and hill-top ot rebeldom, w..uld sound the speedy d<*>ui of
treason."

Reproducing these representations in our columns
on the 31st of lust July, we wrote as folioWd:

Tfifro is or.e aspect of the question which rather in-
c ine* u< t witsh that the President might find it com¬
patible with his convictions of public duly to issue some
sin-h faper iu thos» c mplainants a*k at his hand*. Wo
am well attired rhitit would prov.- brutuw fuln.en, but i!«
demonstrate d in« fficrency might perhaps open the eyes of
amiable and sanguine philanthropists, who, un'il cnec»p<-ri
meiit is tr.ed, will continue to credit tuch representations.
"If the ' sti mach i« tli* weak point of the rebels,' and if

a proclamation of freedom ii going to put an end to all
culinary operation* in t e ' Confederate States,' we i-li >11
conquer a peace nine Ihe less signal for being blood¬
ies. What would thi< hi hut bringing tbo blockade
home to rv-ry rebel's business nt bowels ? When it was

hoped by Mr. Perceval to bring the French to reason hy
keeping tlx-m without ihubnrb a-d caloiuel, Sidney Smith
remarked on ih^sub'ime sp^Marle sugge.ited by the thought
that no pirge could be taken betwwn the Wesrr and
Or.ri nni', and thst in cons-quenee of the Brit sh O 'dtrs
in Council the bowels of mankind were locked up for foui-
t -fn rogrres of latitude. Without castor-oil he thought
the Fiench might f< r somn months, to be sure, carry
on a lingering war, hut what cm,Id they do wilhout
bnrk? Would ap'opl,, liTe under a Government wjijere
ant monial powders conl l not be procured T Would tb-y
bear the |i»* of mercury, or persist in a w«r which laid an
embargo on Godfrey's cordial ?

" But Mr. Perceval's plan of conquest and constipation
wis nothing as compared with that now cumm -r.d. d to
the ndopt'on of the President. At his word the plough,
we are told, would sland -till in the S ulhern furrow; the
ripe ied grain (exe pt that already g .rnered for the want
of a proclamation to prevent) would r< main unharvested ;
w hil * vaccine nd .Vis throughout the Sout'i would, for lack
of ebon hands to tend the Oowpen, ho do- m«d to stay their
lai'trnl streams."

The 1 resident, in the proclamation before us,
has evidently taken thcie prophets at thtir word,
hut that t>0 much destitution may not ensue to
their masters from tho sudden liberation of the
slave*, he considerately exhorts the latter to work
as usual fcr tho former, but at "reasonable wages."
Why the President should not have ordered their
former masters to give, "reasonable wages" to the
emancipated slaves, rs well as "recommended"
the latter to talc*, no more, we are unable to see, for
it appaarn to ns that tho duty of each party in this
respect is reciprocal, an^ that the President's power
to effect his object is the same in the C300 of the
one ati of the other. It remains to be seen whether
this one sided injunction will be rcspected by the
"loyal blacks" in the interest of thp "rebels" who
were onoo their masters, but who have ceased to
such by proclamation of the President.

That they wt/l cease to be such, by mere force and
effeet of the new proclamation, is a dogma to which
tho political theorists who favor this proclamation
aro pledged. That our readers may be in a poii-
tvrnlp judge these theorist^, we quote the following
statement of Ute great expectations founded on the

proclamation by gome of the President's friend,
in aJ/auoe of its publiodtiou. VV» titc iiuui tho
Chicago Tiibuue :

Wtmt good would a |>r<>olHUidtiou do .' rsksa pro slavery
alieet. H.w wouid «Uv«« tiod it out f What benefit,

^ I* Uuioo cauab even it" ti.ey did hour that
. be 1 resident had proclaimed them free? A* many tiu»)
patrols have been misled by thiw species of argument, we
ask them to eon* der a brief rep'y to tha objections raised
against tha expediency or usefulness of auch proclamation.

" First. How would the slaves find out that lhe Proei-
dent had proclaimed their emancipation ? We rep'y, that
it would atari from the outpo ts of our army The news
would spread like wildfire. Tt»e secessionists themaalve.*
would "alter it by telegraph, and rail-car, and mail-coach
It would be discussed in every rebel newspaper, whiskey
shop, and family. The slaves are in close mid familiar
«»?<*«< ^eir masters and mistiestoj, and with the
children ol the masters. '1 hey w< uld hear the news from
.ten thousand sources. The negroes of rhe Border State.,
of course, would at once know ail about it, (trough the
soldier*, who would make i» point of tilling them at the
earliest moment. Toe glorious new* wouldspread fr«»in
plantation t> plantation at night, and be discussed by
gr.tapa and g*tb<Mings of slaves in woods and swamps.
Wheu the intelligence reached New Orleans the nogroea
there would quickly spread it among th-* plantations of
L xiinianu and Texas. The gunb >at* would scitter the
news along the Mississippi from Cairo to Vicksburg.
whence it would spread over Arkansas, Mississippi, and
Iennes!>ee. In truth, the alaves would learn that thoy bad
been proclaimed freemen by the Pie4id>nt about as fa^taa
their rebel masters.

^^at benefit would it be to the Union cauaeif
tncy did hear that the President had pri claimed their free*
omf Wo answer, they would qutt working for rebels.
IT»ey would lay down the shoeel and the h e. Th y would
believe themselves to be freemen. They would deny the
,fight of the claimant to their services any longer. They
would, refuse to work without wag. s. The whole system
ol alavery would become demoraliz d and iindermined,
and in the absenre ol the white rnaleB in tho rebel army
there would not be power enough to coerce them back
into bondage. Resistance of all aorta would bo made. The
alaves would feel that the law was on their aide; lhat
their late masters had no 1 nger a legal right to compel
fcti^ir fervii es ; thnt a id utter wlio undeitook to force
a free man to put his nrck in the yoke was doing an unlaw¬
ful act something which he had no legal authority to at¬
tempt. For it is important to keep the fact iu mind that
the slaves from their infancy have been taught to believe
that they are the property of white men by law.that the
law,not the arbitrary act of the master, makes them slaves.
Being condemned to servitude by the unce u but all-pow¬
erful influence called the law, they bow their necks to the
yoke in silent obedience. The law is against them. They
are th-» property of the claimant, as were their parents be¬
fore them, by virtue of the law, and submit to their fate
thty iiiuit, there being no help for it, no hope of-freedom.
But hark ! Massa Lincoln, the great supreme law-giver in
the Union, proclaim* lliem five men and women. The law
ic/iicli has bound the chains on their, limbs is i'self brokt-n,
swept uway or submerged by (he higher and more authorita¬
tive edict of the President of thr whole Union, wlio pro¬
nounces them emmcipatei by virtui of anac.t of the Nation's
Legislature. 1 he voire, of ihe President would sound ihrowli-
out jirrssia louder than the seven thunders. In the ears
and hearts offour millions of scares it would carry with it
the weight and authority of the voice of Jehovah speaking
from the Mount to the children of Isrcel in the wilder-
neas."
Wo are glad that the time has conic when the

judgment of those who made suoh predictions is
to pass the oideal of inevitable expeiiment. By
the fulfilment or unfulfilment of these predictions
their repute as political advisers muststaudor fall.
Having discharged ourselves of tha duty we con-
ceivcd ourselves to owe to our readers on this &ub-
ject, and sincerely hoping that those who have
counselled the ttep taken by the President may
prove to have been wise where we have been fool¬
ish, it now remains for us only to await the pro¬
gress of events, that judicial history may uiake up
its solemn and irreversible awards in the premises.
To that tribunal we remit the great decision.
We cannot, however, dismiss this subject from

cur present consideration without addrctsing a

few words to loyal and conservative men, especially
in the Border States. If there be any of their
number who, because of the theoretical objections
which they conceive to lie against the President's
proclamation, msy be tempted to waver in their
l jyalty to the Government, wo would ask them to
discriminate between the allegiance due to the
Constitution and that political homage which iB
awarded to the temporary incumbents of riRoial
plaoo. No errors of administration committed by
the latter can, under institutions like ours, afford
any pretext for a factious, much less for a revolu¬
tionary or disorganizing agitation.
And if there be any who, because of their addi¬

tion to the interests of slavery, may b9 disposed to
falter in the support they have hitherto givon to
the Government, we would ask them too to re¬

flect that in so far as the proclamation, in itself
considered, can have any practical cffcct, it tends
to protect slavery from Ihe damage which it would
otherwise rcceivc under the pure and 6imple sway of
military force. For the cdict limits the "areaoffree-
d^tn," which it creates theoretically, by cxcludicg
in fact from the natural operation cf (his law
of force the entire Stole oj Tennetice. In
spreading ever slavery in this State the regis of
the Federal authority, the President his actually
sought to protect so much of flavc property from
the destroying cffect of mililary operations con¬

ducted on slaveholding territory.
It will hardly be held by practical minds that

the slaves within our lines at Port Royal arc any
more free to-day, in consequence of the President's
proclamation, than thev were before it was pro-
mulged. And as the natural effect of all military
operations at the South is to disturb the relation of
slavery within the area of those operations, it is
obvious that the most salient trait of tho procla¬
mation, considered as a proclamation, i» to in¬
dicate a wish on the part of the President to

preserve slavery in Tennessee from what would
otherwise bo the legitimate incident or consequence
of tho war waged on tho soil of that State.
Whatever, therefore, may be the theoretical objec¬
tions to the cdict of tho President, we do not pcr-
03ive that, while tho war l ists, tho patrons of sla¬
very have any thing to complain of so far as regards
the practical operation of tho dooreo, which, if
powerless to destroy slavery outside of the rangoof
our armies, is expressly designed to shelter slavery
in one of the slaveholding States which i? still the
thcatro of military operations.

BELIEF FOR ENGLAND.
The ship George Griswold, which ia loading at New

York with breadstuff* and provisions fijrthe suffering poor
of Lancashire, has received some seven thou and barrels
of flour and a considt ruble quantity of corn, bacon, a:;d
pork. She will take about four thou-and barrels more,
aud be ready to sail probably inside of a week.

FROM CORINTH.
Report* from Corinth to Saturday night stnte lhat the

garrison at that plaee were on half rations, but the defi¬
ciency was supplied by foraging parties Cnl. Lee. with
a large cavalry force, was till in pursuit of Van Dorn.
Trains are running regularly from Corinth to Jackson, and
thence to Holly HprinR*. A Federal force of 3,000 had"
left. Trenton on a reoopnoissance in the direction of the
Tennessee river.

THE ALABAMA
It is staled that e4ghtaen vessel# of war are now engaged

In the search for the Alabama, any one of which ia a match
for fier eicept in »pe«d. The absence of speed, however,
makt's aM th« dilfcr«nee% f6* privateer can run away from
any vessel she finds too atrnng to engage.

HMTOJfrlOAL PARALLELS.

iudders may ruoieuibor that some months
ago, aooa after the "Supplementary Despatches,
v/orrespouUcxjeo, and Memoranda" of the late Duke
of Wellington, as recently published by his son,
had reaohud this oountry, we iostauoed the points
of comparison between holuu of the military opera¬
tions of H elliugton in the Spanish peninsula and
those which have marked the history of our own
war.

A HritUh reviewer, in commenting on this cam¬

paign of Wellington, as disclosed in the papers de¬
signated, ami in the Gurwocd series, observed that

it affords a proof how, in carrying on a protracted
contcst, a settled and constitutional power, even

under very unfavorable conditions, may have ele¬
ments of strength and of ultimate suooess which shall
overthrow a military despotism, though guided by
the highest individual genius." And the final
success of this campaign was reaohed in spite of
tho great incapacity and administrative blunders
frequently displayed by the British Government,
who on several occasions lost the opportunities and
wasted the resources of the nation, as they failed
to appreciate tho nature of the struggle or the skill
and wisdom of Wellington. Lord Castlereagh, for
instance, drew up a plan of campaign on paper,
which lud for its objcot the capture of Lisbon by
isolated corps detached from England at different
times, proceeding on different lines of operations,
and subject to a happy arrangement that brought
three Generals-in-chief together to thwart each
other at the decisive tnomcnt.a stratogic achieve¬
ment which should "give pause" to such English
critics as might otherwise feel tempted to remark
invidiously on the infelicity of the military combi¬
nations devised in this city for the " capture of
Jackson in the valley of tho Shenandoah after
the cxpulsiou of Gen. i>anks from that region in
tho month of May last.

\\ c observe that the lesson supposed to be taught
by this interesting chapter in British history haB
been educed from the political and military annals
of that time by Mr. Charles J. Stille, in the shape
or a panphlet entitled " How a Free People* con¬

duct a Long War." He draws a parallel between
the conduct cf the English people during the Pen¬
insula war and the conduot of our people now. He
finds that the Euglish were by turns <f unduly ela¬
ted and depressed, that complaints of incompetenoe
and mismanagement were constantly made and the
Administration vehemently attacked, that the bur¬
dens of taxation were heavier, the finances more

disordered, and the sacrifices made by the people
greater thau any thing of the kind known in any
previous war."
Many citations are made for the purpose of show¬

ing the despondency into which the people were

thrown by the frequent reverses that overtook the
British arms in Spain. At one time, indeed, uni¬
versal distrust seized the public mind j the clamors
against the Cabinet and against the Generals in the
field were violent and unintermitting j and nothing
but the constancy of a few statesmen and of the great
commander Wellington enabled the nation to per¬
sist in its designs. It was, doubtless, owing as

inuoh to political divisions at home as to the inhe¬
rent difficulties of the undertaking, that the English
arms did not succced in driving the French from
the Peninsula until after five years of stupendous
and heroic exertion. How the commander in the
field was often thwarted in his designs by civilian
incompetence in the military direction at London,
and how his energies were chilled by the con¬

sciousness that he could not rely on the generous
support of the political authorities, it does not seem
to have been any very particular part of the writer's
object to show in the present pamphlet, though these
topics are not wholly overlooked. And it will not
bo denied that they oonstitutc one of the elements
which largely tended to make the peninsular cam¬

paign of Wellington tedious and costly. Under
this head Napier says :

" Wolliogton'* campaigns furnish letaous for geuer.»Is of
nil nations, but tt.cy must always be especial models f.ir
Uriii<h commanders iu future CiHitineuul war*; bocaus-
be modified and reconciled the great principles of art with
the peculiar difficultin which a'tend generals controlled by
politician* who prefer parliamentary intrigue to national in¬
terests. An English commander mutt not trust hit fortunt.
Ih dare not risk much, however conscious he maybe of per¬
sonal resources, when 01,0disaster will be his rum at home;
hi* measures must bs subordinate to this primary considera¬
tion Wellir.g'ou'a caution, springing from ihat source,
hai led friends and f.«ea alike into wrong c indubious as to
bis sys'em of «v«r: the French call it want of enterpiise,
timidity; tt.e English hove denominated it the Fabian sji-
tein. These are mere pbraseg. Hia ayatem was the same

as thut of nil great g< nrrals."

It is not difficult to collate " tho peculiar diffi¬
culties" which thus attended Wellington, with
similar experiences in the career of more than
one of our own Generals. For instanoe, it ap¬
pears from tho testimony of General Burnside,
borne before the Committee of Investigation ap¬
pointed to inquire into the circumstances of the
battle of Frcdericksburg, that the Administration
after a ccrtain dato retained Gen. McClellan in
command of the Army of the Potomac only be¬
cause Gm. Burnside refused to supersede him.
Gen. Burnsidc says :

" On tho 7th or 8th of Ni.v, mber I received an order from
the President of the United States, directing me to take
command of the Aimy of the Potomac, and al o a t ops 0f
the order relieving (len. McClellan from that command
This order was conveyed t<yne by Gen. Bu okinghr.m w|,0
was attached to the War Department. After getting over

tr.y surprise, the shuck, <fcc , I told Gen. Buckingham that
t wns a n utter that required very serums thought that I
did not want tha command ; that it had been ofTen d to me
tw ee before, snd I did not feel that I eonld take it . I
counselled with two of my »ta(T offigera in regard to it for I
should think, an hour and a half. They ur«ed upon me
that I had no right, aa a soldier, to diaobey the order ard
that I had already exposed to the Government my un-
willmgnesa to take the command. I told tiiera what my
view* were w.tli reference to my ability to exerciee such
a command, which viewi were those I had unreservedly
expressed, that I waa not competent to command such a

l,r«e army a, this;, J had aai« tho same over and over
agaloto the Presdent ar.d Reoretary of War; and a|so
that ,f mattert covtd be satisfactorily arrayed with ti,n
McCI'llm t thought he r»mtd command the Army of the
Potnmac better than any other General ,« u But ther
hid studied the subject inoro than I k*d, and knew mare
about thar obhgatinnt to Urn. M(C ellan than I did

" Tb<*r® hoen *>mc conversation with regnrd to the
of Gim McClellan when lie wan brining away bis

ttrmy from before Ki.Th.nund I'he flr»t of thesecouv«*ina¬
tions w.th the Pre.id nt and the Secretary of War ce¬
cum,1 at that time. Ar.d then, after (Jen McClellan had
got hu h to WashinRt.'n, and before the commeii«<ementof
the Maryland campaign, there was another conversation of
fhe same kind, £ml on both of (bese occasions I ex¬
pressed to the Pre»lder,t the opinion that I did not thmU
there was anto one who could do as mich with that army as
(i t) McClellan c.ruld, »/ matters cosid be s«t arranged *«

(o remove. (heir objections (o htm.''

Goa. Burnsidc, it will he seen, distinctly gives
his opinion that something more than the military
ability of Gen. McClellan was essential to his suc¬
cess as a commander. It was a)#o nepossar/ that

| he should have the oonttdence and support of the

Administration. He expresoea the opinion thai
" if mattcrd could ba satisfactorily arranged with
Gen. MoClellan he thought that utticor could oom-

luand the Army of the l'otomac better than any
other General in it." And again, in describing the
oonBidcrations whioh had twice indaced him to
decline the command, he says : " On both of these
I expressed td the President the opinion that I did
not thick there was any one who could do as much
with the army as Gen. MoClellan could, if matters
oould be so arranged as to remove their objections
to him." It would have been impossible for Gen.
Burnside to ex press more strongly tho disadvan¬
tages uuder which Gen. MoClellan remained in
command of the Army of the Potomac after its
withdrawal from Harrison's Landing. No com¬

mander can count on the support of superiors who
have again and again sought to compaes his dis¬
placement.
And as " public opinion" pursued Welling¬

ton in the Spanish Penifisula, projecting its sha¬
dows across the plans of his campaign, so in our

present war. We have had frequently to deplore
this same disturbing presence, from the day when
the " on to Richmond" ory precipitated the first
ill-fated advancc upon Manassas down to the recent
disaster at Fredeiicksburg. How the voice of
popular impatience urged our Generals to make
that last unfortunate attack is confessed by Gen.
Sumner, when, in his testimony, he spoke as fol¬
lows :

" I was in favor of crossing the Rappahannock because
neither our Government nor our people would be satisfied
to have our army to retire fmm this position or go into
winter quarters until we knew the foroe that was on the
other aide of the river; and tho only way in which we could
have that was by going over there and feeling of them."
And so, too, when Gen. Woodbury made repre¬

sentations to Gen. Halleck in favor of delaying the
movementof (Jen. Burnside's army from Warrenton
to Fredericksburg until the pontoons could be for¬
warded to the latter point, his suggestion found no

hearing, simply becausc it spoke of "delay." He
says :

Gen. Halleck'* order to me of the 12th made it apparent
the army was preparing to march to Fredericksburg. As
to the time when the movement would bo made, I never
received any information. Fearing, however, that the
movement would be precipitate, I went to Gen. Halleck'a
office and urged him to delay the movement some five days,
in order that the necessary preparations might be made to
insure its success. To this he replied that he toould do no-

thing to delayfor an instant the advance of the army upon
Richmond. I rejoined that my suggestion was not intended
to cause delay, but iather to prevent it.

But it would bo useless to multiply instances in
illustration of tho analogies which exist between
the war of Wellington in the Spanish peninsula
and that now waging in our own land. Other
points of similitude are designated by Mr.
Stille, particularly in regard to the deficiencies of
regimental and staff officers, (a matter on which
the Prinoe de Joinville descants at length in bis
review of Gen. McClellan's operations,) the want
of a uniform policy in the Cabinet, the mistakes of
Generals, and the embarrassments created by politi¬
cal factions; but for these wo must refer our read¬
ers to the pamphlet itself. Those who have more

leisure will "seek the fountains" in Napier'B
" Peninsular War" and Gurwood's Despatches of
Wellington.

THE WAR IN TENNESSEE.

ADVANCE OF THE UNION FORCES AND A
GREAT BATTLE AT MURFBEE8BOKO'.

Headquarters Fourteenth Army Corps,
One milefrom Murfrteshoru', Dec. 29.

Gen. Rogvcracs's aimy moved on the enemy December
26.G.n. Thomas's grand divisiou on the right, Geu. Mc-
Cook's in tho eentro on tte Nolinsville pike, aud Geo.
Crittenden on the left on the Mnrfrei-sboro' pike. Gen. Mc-
Conk had a sharp tkirmith- The 101st Ohio, of Carliu's
brigade, captured one gun ard caisson from a Georgia bat
tery. Our loss was two killed and five wounded. The
troops behaved splendidly. There wan also slight skirmish¬
ing on the left.
December 27th the army pushed on with sharp skirmish¬

ing on the right ar.d left. Crittenden lost two killed, twen¬
ty-seven wounded, and five prisoners. They killed and
wounded some rebels, captured thuty-six Alabama cavalry,
and captured the bridges on Steward's creek in gallant
style. MeCook drove Hardee from Triune, which lies due
west from Murfreesboro'. The weather was heavy and
the tioops fatigued. Gen. Negley's and Gen. Rosecrans'
divisions now moved to the cei.tre, leaving McC<"'k 00 the
right.
On Sunday, Ike 2ith, nothing was done, Gen. Rotecrans

declining to attack on thay day.
The army was in motiou at daylight on December 20th.

Gen. Jeff. C D.ivis moved upon Murfreesboro', in advance
on the right, on Bully Jack road, severs) miles north of
Triune. Gens. Negley and Rousseau's divisions of Tho¬
mas's (rand division in the centre and Crittenden's corpi
on th«! left, moved down Murfreetboro' and JefJVson pikes.
Wood's ar.d Vsncleve's divisions of the latter corps were

right and left reipectively, while Pulmer's division was in
reserve.
A battle on Stewart's creek was tntic ptted, but except¬

ing a duel between Parson's Sixth United States artillery
nni a rebel battery, at 9 o'clo-k A. M., to the right of
Murfreesboro' pike, crossing the creek, there was no en¬

gagement From ten to one all was quiet, our aruv cross¬

ing Stewart's creek, from right to left, without opposition.
At oue o'clock we were within six miles of Murfrees-

bor.>' on the direct pike, the army st II pushing on in splen¬
did style.McCot.k, with D**'"'?. Sheridsn'a, [and John¬
son's divisions on the right; Thomas, with Negley's and
Rousseau's divisions in the cntre; Crittenden, with Wood's
ar.d Vsncleve's divisions in front, and Palmer in reserve
on the left. It was marvellous we were not stubbornly re¬

sisted at 8tewnrl's creek
At two o'clock we are anticipating a battl<\ with some

donbt of a gemral engagement nt Murfrresboro'. Now
an.l then there it a cannon shot ar.d a little skirmishing
with cavalry. Grn. Rosecrms say* his bf-fidquArtcrs will
be established tear Murfreesboro' this evening. He it
now at Stewart's cre.'k, ten miles from Murfreeabcro'.sud
ail but the ro erve are f*r a;rots the creek. The grand
battle, if any, will be on Stone's river, at Murfreesboro'.
The day is magnificent. Fhonld the enemy evacuate Mur-
free»boro' we shall pursue rapidly, anticipating a battle
near Shoibyville.

Near Mi'rfheehboro'. (Tekh ) Dec. 30.
The Fool teenth Atmy Corps made a general advance

yesterday, and pushed the rebe-1* back seven or e:ght miles
Collins's hr garfe of Gen. McCook's corps ha/1 a sharp
brush with the enemy just beyond Nolinsville. Cannonad¬
ing took place for an hour, the anemy wasting considerable
ammunition. Our troops reserved tboir fire until, ad¬
vancing briskly, by a dexterous flank movement, the mist
Ohio captured one gnn and a caisson. Yfe> list one killed
and three wotindrd. A g< u?ral engagement is imminent.
Our army ia sweeping down all the roads to Murfreesboro'.
Heavy artillery firing ia now beard on the Nolinsville road,
where Gen MeCook is engaging the r*-bel Hardee. The
weather i» damp nud the ground very heavy.

Camp, Tew Mii.es from MtrnFREcoiinRo',
Wrdntettoq. Dtcrmher 3|.

Oep. Crittenden report! the enemy drawn up in line of
battle on the east aiie of Stone's river, mfnating (V>n.
Reieeerana. He ia ordered to farm in line of buttle, two

division^ >n frwot, ene In reserve and coverirg bis flsuks.
ar d Gens. Neffey and Ro«weau to close up. Gen. MeCook
also report* his command on Wilkinson's Creek, seven

iuiIt* from Mur/rtaiboro'. The eoetny .. ta II* of W®
oo 8tone's river, from Murfreeaboro' to Frauklio piko. A
¦inular diipmitiou of hit li-ro# i< wrdered m oo .k>a. Crit-
teudeu's line. It now apprats that a great battle will be
fought on Stone'# river to-morrow, in front of Mur-
freesboro'.

A GREAT BATTLE, WITH HEAVY LOSSES.
The followiog has been received at the War Department

from the Government telegraphic superintendent, who ia
uow in the West:

Cleveland, (Ohio ) Jaw. 2,1363.
Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War :

The following ia juat received from Cincinnati, dated
Murfreesboro', January 1, 1863:

A terrible battle was fought yesterday. The latest
from the field ia up to noon. The rebel centre had been
broken, aud things looked favorable. The loaaea reported
are )enormous. Gene. Stanley, Rousteau, and Palmer are
wounded, aud the rebel Gen*. Cheatham and Raina killed."

TWO HOURS LATER FROM THE FIELD.
Near Muhfhersboro, December 31.

Our entire lin<s auffen-d terribly thia inoruiug. Four re¬
giments of regulars loat half of their men aud all of their
commanding officers. The Anderson troop suffered se¬
verely. Majors Rosengarten and Ward were killed, and
Genet ula Stanley, Rout-aeau, and Palmer were wounded.

Two o'clock P. M..Geo. Thomaa breaks the rebel cen¬
tre and drives the enemy the distance of a mile. We ad-
vance the entire line, which Gen. Rosecrans ia personally
superintending. One shot killed two of hia staff. The
Fifteenth Wisconsin lost seven captains.
Gen. Negley's artillery is still mowing the rebels in the

centre. Crittenden's left wing has taken the entrench¬
ments at Murfreesboro.
The tebel guerillas Cheatham and Raines were killed.

THE LATEST.THE REBELS RETREATING.
Nakiiville, Jan.2.A terrible battle has been froghtatMurfreesboro', involving the severest carnage of tho war.
The United States forces encountered the rebels on the

-30th ultimo near Stone's Creek. After heavy skirmish¬
ing on both sides the rebels were driven back. We cap- *

tured a hundred prisoners, and killed and wounded a large
number. Our loss on this occasion was seventy killed and
wounded.
At daybreak on the 3lst the fight was renewed with

great fury. Gen. McCouk's corps being opposed to Har»
dee. After desperate fighting, with heavy loss on both
sides, Gen. McCook retreated two miles. He soon rallied
his men, bqt was again driven back, and at night was four
miles this side of the ground occupied in the morning.
The fight continued until ten o'clock at night, at which

time we had maintained our position. The Federal lost
was very heavy. A.mong our killed are : Brig. Gen Sill;Lieut. Col. Garescho, Chief of Gen. Bosecrans' staff;Brig. Gen. Willicb, of Indiana; Col. Kell, if the SeovndOhio regiment; Col. 8haffer, Acting Brigadier General;
Col. Farmer, of the Fifteenth Kentucky regiment; Col-Jones, of the Twpnty-feurth Ohio ; Lieut. Col Cotton, otthe Sixth Kentucky; Lieut. Col. Jones, Tfcirty-ninth In¬diana; Major Carpenter, of the Nineteenth Regulars |Major Rosengarten, of Philadelphia, (Anderson Troop;)Capt. GarreU, of the Nineteenth Illinois ; Col. Carpenter,of the Eighteenth Wisconsin Battery; Lieut. Cel. McKee,of the Fifteenth Wisconsin.
Among the wounded are: Brig. Gen. E. M. Kirk, oIllinois; Brig. Gen. Wood, of Indiana; Brig. Gen. VanCleve, of Minnesota; Col. Csssale. 'of Ohio; Major Gen.Rossean, of Kentucky; Lieut. Col. Berry, Fifth KentuckyMajor Slemmer, Sixteenth Regulars; Major King, Fif¬

teenth Regulars, aud many others.
The Twenty-first, Twenty-fifth, and 'Thirty-fifth Illinois

regiments lost two-thirds of their numbers, snd the Fif¬
teenth and Thirty-eighth Illinois one-half; the One-Hun*dred-icd-first Ohio lost 12G men; the Thirty-eighth In¬diana lost about the same number.
The total number of killed and wounded is estimated attwenty-five hundred. The rebel loss exceeds ours. Gen.J. E. Raines was killed; Gen. Cheatham was woundedand taken prisoner.
We have captured five hundred prisoners, among whomare the following rebel commissioned officers: Major J. J.Franklin, Thirtieth Arkansas; Capt. W. E. Johnson, Second Arkansas; Capt. J. R. Eoglo, Second Arkansas;Capt 8. C. Stone, First Tennessee Cavalry.The fight wss renewed at three o'clock on the moruiogof January 1st. Cannonading was heard at Nashville atten o'clock A. M. Wood's and VanCleve'a divisions werein Murfreesboro' driving the ecemy, who were in fulretreat.
Many buildings hare been taken in tbis city for hospitalpurposes. Great numbers of the wounded are now beingbrought in.

LOCAL MATTERS.
Oiixkkvancks OP New Year s Day.Tbe genisiweather of Thursday waa moat propitious for the inter¬change of those civilities which, in accordance with cus¬tom, marked the advent of the new year. The sombrecloud* which bad draped the sky on the prec<?diug day fledwith tbe djing year, and the cheerful sunshine robed ita

successor in hu"s of Fght aid beauty.
, The day waa geiuniillyjobsrrved at a bolyday. Tbe Ex¬ecutive Deportment#, tbe navy yard, tbe arsenal, the bank¬ing bouses, and most of the larger commercial houses andprominent placea of business were closed, and during theentiie day cur principal thoroughfares were crowded withmultitude* of people of all eges, aezea, and condition* oflife, each and all se*ming bent on the enjoyment of the fct-tivitie* of the day according to their varion* taitea andfancies. The general quiet and good order which prevailedthroughout the city were not the least pleasing features ofthe occasion.
The Executive Mansion wa< of course the greit centreof attraction, and thither thcuaands fl >ckod at an eatlyhour, and long before the gate* wera thrown optn to thepubiie In anticipate n of the musses of people tbat would

be in attendance, such police arrangement* were made aa
proved effective in preventing the slightest disorder or con¬fusion. A military guard from one of the Pennsylvaniaregiments doing provost duty in this city and a strongforce of the Metropolitan Police were stationed at tbepertico of the Mansion, tbe policemen forming a linethrough the pasaAge ways to the reception room.The members of tbe Diplomatic Corp*, in full costume,paid their respects to President Lincoln and bia excel¬lent wife About ten o'clock, and, nfter exebangiog the salu¬
tation! of the season, were followed by the Julges of tbe8upreme Court and of Ihe Court of Claims, and by the offi¬
cers of the Army and Navy in full dress. All tbe inter¬
views were of the most cordial and agreeable character.

At noon the door* wero opened to the immense crowd
of persons who pressed forward in good ord*r to pay( their r**p"-t* to the President. Tlx ceremony of intro¬
duction wai performed by Marshal Lamojj. Tho Pra
sident recited his numerous visiters with great affability,
giving or.eh a cordial grasp of the hand, and < ccasionally
dropping a few pleajsnt words to some of his more inti¬
mate friends.

Secretaries Sewari>, Chase. and Stanton. and Attor¬
ney General Rates, also received and entertained large
numbers of visiter*, including many distinguish*: I peraon-
agcR in civil, diplomatic, military, and naval ctrcles. Secre¬
tary W«M.ES and Poit»**ter Bi air had no receptions, in
consequence of recent death* in I heir famil'es.
Mayor Wallach likewise received and entertainei hie

friends in olefant style. Be*ide ibe countless throngs tbafc
paid their respect* to him, tbe entire body of the Metro¬
politan Police visited his hospitabh residence in the
afternoon.
Major R B French, Cnmmitmon r of Public Build¬

ings: District Attorney Carrinoton ; City Postmaster
ClEPnaNIC. and other official*. also had receptions, and
received the compliment* of the season from numerous
friends, among wh im they dispensed their elegant hospi¬
talities.

^Many of oer private eitiiuus throw open their doors, and
received nnm »rous " ca.ls." Stimptuoui repasts were
.pread by many of them for the entertainment of their
guests.


